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must be washed out with sterile water or mild antiseptic fluid,
such as potassium permanganate (1 in 1,000), and all the dis-
charges and fluids siphoned off. General treatment may also
be required.
ABORTION.
Abortion consists in the expulsion of the embryo or the
foetus at a stage when this has not attained sufficient develop-
ment to live external to its parent. The young creature is
either dead when expelled from the uterus, or dies immedi-
ately afterwards. When the foetus is expelled before the
ordinary period of parturition, yet with all its organs suffi-
ciently perfected to enable it to exist for at least some time
in the external world, this is designated premature birth.
Then the foetus may be weakly and immature, and succumb
after a variable period, or it may continue to live and thrive.
In practice there is no accurately defined limit between
abortion and premature birth, especially when the latter has
been brought about by some of the causes which produce the
former.
Abortion may be said to take place in solipeds when the foetus
is expelled at least forty days before the normal period ; in the
bovine species, thirty-five days; in the sheep and goat, twenty
days; in the pig, fifteen days; and in the bitch and cat,
seven days. According to Saint-Cyr, abortion is the expulsion
of the foetus before the 300th day of gestation in the mare,
before the 200th in the cow, before the 140th in the ewe, and
before the 100th in the sow.
The frequency of this accident is greatest in the cow. It is
also common in the mare, and not at all rare in the sheep
and goat. The bitch and cat rarely abort, even after serious
injuries, and the sow retains its foetuses almost as tenaciously.
No estimate can be given from statistics as to the relative
proportion of abortions in the various species.
Ahortion may occur at any period of gestation within the
limits above named, though it is perhaps more frequent
during the first than the second half of pregnancy, and
especially with the mare.
Abortions may be classified as (1) sporadic, (2) enzootic,
epizootic, or contagious.